Hardwick Primary in the Blue School Site - Cambourne from 2012

FAQ
How many classes will there be?

There will be a maximum of two Reception classes. It is also possible that some existing pupils who are currently in Reception in Hardwick, but who live in Cambourne, will move to the Blue Site now there is a local option, so we may well also have some Y1 pupils. After 2012, we expect to admit up to another 2 Reception classes every year.
What happens once the school becomes full?

The County Council are aware of the continuing growth of Cambourne and the ever- increasing need for more places.  They are reviewing their capital building programme next year and so will be looking at the need for a permanent building. We wouldn’t be taking our expansion on if we weren’t committed to seeing it develop long-term!
I already have children at Hardwick school, but live in Cambourne.  Can I keep my family together on the same site?

Yes you can, if you have a younger child with existing siblings at Hardwick, just let us know so we are aware that you would like to keep them together when your youngest is offered a place in 2012.
If those siblings were given a place with us because there were none at the time in a Cambourne school, the County Council have agreed to continue to honour the agreement whereby free transport will be continued for those families.  

I already have children at Hardwick school, but live in Cambourne.  Can my youngest child go to the Blue School site even if their older brothers/sisters are at the Hardwick site? 
Yes, we are delighted to finally be able to offer Cambourne parents a Hardwick choice in a local Cambourne setting! 

What do I put on the Application form then?

If you want a place with us, you simply need to apply for a place at Hardwick Community Primary School. 

If you live in Cambourne your child will attend Hardwick at the Blue School Site. 

If you live in Hardwick, your child will attend Hardwick on the Hardwick site. 

 If you live somewhere else and are offered a place your child will attend the site which is closest to your home geographically – or however we can work that little puzzle out! It will ultimately come down to our class organisation of numbers over both sites.  We need to do this so we can try to ensure there are enough places at the Hardwick site  for pupils who live in Hardwick, and of course, enough places in Cambourne for Cambourne families. 
How will the school be managed over two sites?

Both Co-headteachers will work across both sites, we will both be fully involved in the day-to-day  life of the school in both places, and though we will have a reduced teaching load (we currently share a class) we are completely committed to still being teaching heads, so will be covering classes in both schools, and making sure we get to know all our children and families really well.  We will also be appointing an Assistant Head to help us in the leadership and management of the Blue School site.

Will you be appointing other new staff?

We are very fortunate in already having a very talented staff team of both teachers and support staff, and some are very interested in working in Cambourne. We will look at all our predicted numbers once all the places are allocated in April and will then be able to make decisions about new staff. We will certainly need to employ new office staff, cleaners, midday supervisors etc  etc!  

Will the children be learning the same things on both sites?

Yes, we already have a comprehensive, exciting and stimulating curriculum and this will be put in place so that the children in both sites of the school are learning the same things in the same ways.  The staff team will plan together for the year groups over the two sites and share/duplicate resources as necessary. We will also make sure that the children have opportunities to meet each other, and work together at times. For example the school grounds on the Hardwick site have a nature area, and we would want the children on both sites to be able to experience this.  We will also be able to offer the Hardwick hall stage for productions and will try to bring both sides of the school together for as many shared experiences as possible. Today’s technology also means we can set up video links so the children on one site can really see what is happening in the other one! 
What about before-school and after-school childcare?

We currently have an after-school club on the Hardwick site, and will certainly explore how we can provide this on the Blue School site if this is needed. At present, we don’t have enough families at Hardwick wanting a breakfast club to make it financially viable, however, we haven’t ruled this out, and will explore whether there is a need for this on the Blue School site.

What about after-school activities like sports and other clubs?

We will certainly want to explore how we can offer a range of activities for the children after school as so many of these happen on the Hardwick site at present. Many of these are run by other groups, eg Dance teachers, fencing etc. However, we are aware that many of our current Cambourne pupils who travel by school bus don’t get the chance to take part in these if parents don’t have additional transport, so we are looking forward to giving all our Cambourne pupils opportunities to enjoy these activities after school on the Blue School site as the current school bus could take them there after school. We will also be able to offer parent consultation evenings for our existing Cambourne families in the Blue School, again this will make it so much easier for us to support families in their own locality. 

